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SCIENTISTS GET 
PICTURESHERE 
OP ECLIPSE 


Tuesday night when Mr. Worthing­ 
ton, astronomer from England, saw 
the first print» of the pictures he 
had made of the eclipse, he literally 
danced 
with 
Joy. 
Otrly eight pic­ 
tures were developed that night, and 
six out of the eight were good. 
This' 
fact is especially remarkable * when 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


FOR FIRST HALF 


WON BY LOMPOC 


Lompoc 
won 
the 
championship 
from 
8hell 
last 
Sunday 
morning 
by a score of -10 to 7. 
The game was pretty close for the 
first six Innings. 
Lompoc scored one 
in the first 
inning. Then Bicknell 
made 
two 
in 
the 
second. 
In 
the 
th^d, Lompoc caught up ^ith them. 
The opposing team again jumped two 
ahead in the fourth, and at the enu 
of the fifth 
inning were still 
one 
ahead. 
In . the 
next Lompoc 
made 
four, but in 
the first half 
of the 
seventh inning the score was evered 
again— making 
a 
tie 
of 
seven 
to 


(The editar of The 
Record 
wa* 


lseven. 
Thert Lpmpcc won the game 
one stops to consider that these ^e,e by brIng|ng in 
three 
m. n 
In 
the 
♦he 
only 
successful 
pictures 
taken ■ ^ 
hn]f of 
geventh ,nnlnR 


anywhere. 
The, game wa* a hard one and a at Honda 14 boura 
absad 
o f 
Mr. Worthington and Dr. Burton 1 good, one 
j t * OU1d under ordinary other newspaperman and his story 
have spent months and months in c!rcdmstanpes have drawn 
a 
large of the wreck of the destroyers 
H 
preparation 
for 
this 
event. 
They , crowd, but owing to the wreck being submitted to our readers 
as the first 
have hoped to make unproven theor-, thp greftteat attraction, the spectators accurate account that has been pub* 


were-rathe'r scarce. 
llished of what really happened there 
W e said a good game— well It was that night.) 


SEVEN DESTROYERS ARE 


WRECKED ON THE ROCKY 


COAST NEAR PT.ARGUELLO 


Story of Marine Tragedy Written By 


Member of First Rescue Party 


les 
into great and startHng facts, 
as results of their observations. 
For 
year, they have followed the action. | good at Um(,8i and“ a, tlme8 u wa3 
of the sun and the moon and the 
planets with one thought in mind— 
to prove the Einstein theory. 
t 
And all their'hopes and ambitions 
rested on a few little clouds that 
happened to be drifting across the 
aky 
at 
the 
psychological 
moment, i^mpoc! 


When the call came In from Honda 
had, but the result was pretty good | 
anyway 
Hensling pitched the whole on Saturday night that help was need- 
game 
for 
Lompoc, 
displaying 
his ed at ,bat P°*nt no °n e realized that 
usual valor. 
Bicknell changed pitch- one °* *be greatest naval disasters 
en* in the fifth inning, but !♦ didn’t ,n 
history—one 
that 
would 
make 
keep, "us 
from 
winning. 
Rah! 
for *be famed battle of Manilla bay look 
like a ten cent side show—was hap- 


W ell, that', the end of the first penlnK at that moment at ° ur door’ 
half! 
Who's going to have the chan,- 
"> « « * • came to City Marshal 


pionshlp for the season? 
If you are 
W . S. Bland that a war ship was 


Everywhere else in the world the 
clouds obliterated 
the phenomenon. 
The expectations of great scientists 
were blasted. 
| in doubt as to the winner, go to re^orted ashore near Honda Station 
Professor Worthington 
gave T h e ' Orcutt next Sunday at 10 a. m., and and 
tbis off,cer quickly summoned 
Record 
the following interview 
yes* see the big scramble for the season 
® ,enn 
Baker, motor traffic officer. 
Championship between Lompoc 
and ^lifford J- Smith and the editor of 
gbe|i 
The Record to go with him to In- 
__________ _ 
vestigate the report. 
The message 
was received in 
Lompoc 
at 
about 
10:80 
p. 
m., 
and 
in a 
very 
few 


RANCHER INFORMED 


WIRELESS STATION 


OF THE DISASTE! 


TO OPEN SOON minutes tb*s Party Jia‘l loaded a con 


j,oi;it we found three mere vessels 
pounding on‘ the rocks. 
The men 
from 
these 
vessels 
»t 
the 
time 
were coming aHiore and their shouts 
and cries could he heard above the 
boom of the surf. 
There were no 
lights to aid them as the generators 
on the 
vessels 
went 
out of com­ 
mission as soon as they struck, and 
rendered 
the 
large 
spotlights 
use­ 
less. 


Build 
Fire 
On 
Cliff 
Some of the Lompoc men to~k •• 
upon 
themselves 
to 
go 
back 
to 
Honda section 
house, secure wood 
and kerosene, and enlist the aid cf 
sailors from the Lee in helping them 
carry the fuel to the beach. 
A rrre 
was 
soon 
built 
that 
was 
real 
ef­ 
fective in 
furnishing light for the 
rescue work from the three vessels— i 
the Chauncey, the Delphy and the 
Young—which came ashore at this 
point. 
The fire also furnished light 
for 
the 
doctors 
to 
work 
by, 
and 
warmth 
for the 
wet and 
ha!f-clad j «bore 
boys that came ashore. 


•It 
is the 
intention of the 
High rcl!inS toward Surf at a high rate i the 
section 
house 
and 
here 
the pu*,ed up tbe raBKed cliff cne at a 
School board to open a night school of 
speed. 
At. Surf 
a 
motor track i sailors 
gathered 
by 
the 
hundreds ; 
by 
tbe 
men 
at 
the «tation. 


Local 
Doctors There 
Lr. M. S. Xelllh^r and Dr. L. F! 
HeigeS 
were 
the 
first 
and 
only 


tird lF : 


"The total eclipse of the sun of 
September 10 
was successfully ob­ 
served at Lompoc by the Worthing- NIGHT SCHOOL 
ton Expedition. 


"More 
than 
a 
dozen 
successful 
photographs 
were 
obtained,, which* 
when 
studied 
will 
yield 
valuable 


results. 
| in the npar future 
ear was waiting to take us to Honda J soon after tbey got on shoro. 
"The corona was 
of the type as- ‘‘ 
Tbe plan as outlined at present and tbe perilous dash was piade over 
sedated with the absence of spots 
jg to boid tbe pchool three nights tbe 
Sonthern 
Pacific 
rails. 
G. 
'r , 
frcm 
the 
sun’s 
surface, 
being- 
in a week, probably Monday, Wednes- Gunderson and H arry Seerey joined 
this respect roughly similar to that dgv and Friday nights. 
Four of the onr PartY at Surf. 
Railroad men at 
of 1911. 
high 
school 
teachers 
will 
conduct Surf operated the track car— or at- 
"During the eclipse exposures were! the plashes and the following sub- i<?Tnp!pd 
to. 
Something was 
wrong 
made 
with nine cameras by eight jects 
may be 
taken up 
by 
those w*th 
the .timer 
on 
thi.s 
particular 
observers. 
During the whole period who desire to do so: a\ito mechanics, car 
anyway the timer got all the 
of totality Venus was visible to the manual training, drawing, both me- blame-*-for the vehicle ba'ked about 
unaided eye, close to the sun, like ehanical 
and 
free 
hand. 
Spanish, *^*17 mile. 
Once during a stop for 
a, diamond in his pearl green crown. French and English for foreigners. 
repairs 
the 
train 
which 
we 
were 
A 
f e w 
minutes before totality the 
o--------- 
expecting came rushing upon us end 


thinning crescent cf the 
sun 
was n » j r 
H F A R iN C 
*rack car was ramove/l barely 
obscured by clouds so that it was 
* 
in time to prevent a smash-up* 
feared that the observations would ! 
HELD WEDNESDAY 
Night Extremely Dark 
fail. 
But during the critjcal mom- ’ 
The night was pitch 
dark and an 
ents the sun shone 
through a break 
Attv. C. Kelley Hardenbrook. A. hi. extremely 
heavy 
fog 
made 
it 
int­ 
in the clouds and 
the streams and Vaughan and T. E. Adams of the possible to see but a 
few feet even 


•Don Sudden was the first to notify 
the men of the U. 8. Radio station at 
Arlight of the wreck <?f the destroy 
ers on Saturday night.* Mr, Sudden’s 
ranch 
home is only 
a 
few 
miles 
from Hon'rla station and is on the 
mme telephone line with the station 
and Lompoc. 
The telephone “ rung over” at Sud­ 
den’s 
house 
Saturday 
night 
when 
the word wa? be’ng sent here an- 
in answering the bell Mrs. Sudden 
heard the news that a ship had been 
wrecked on the coast. 
She awakened 
•Mr.. Sudden 
who 
drove 
donrn 
to 
Arlight 
in 
his 
motor car and 
In­ 
quired 
at 
thef radio, station 
about 
the wreck. 
Mr.' Sudden states that the men 6n 
watch at the station ihformed him 
that the only wfeok that they had 
heard of was the Cubn which was 
a?liore on San Miguel island. 
But 
Just then they saw a light close into 
shore on the north of Pt. Arguello 
and were soon able to distinguish 
two life 
rafta 
that 
were tied 
to­ 
gether and could hear the shouts of 
men aboard 
them. 
There was *. 
light on one of the Ufa rafts-and 
one carried four meh and the other 
five. 


All cf the men at Arlight turned 
out, 
Including 
the 
radio 
men 
and 
Mr. G. T. Olsen, keeper of the light 
house, and an attempt was mi.de to 
get a line to the rafta. 
They were 
ffr3t sighted in a little cave near 
the point and when they were again 
seen 
they 
had 
broken 
apart 
and 
only one of the rafts— the one con­ 
taining five men—came in close to 


(ALLEY OF COLD' 
Р И Т Т 0 В Е 


Owing to the terrible catastrophe 
that overtook seven U. 8. destroyers 
last 
Saturday 
night, 
the 
Pageant 
that was to have been staged under 
the 
auspices 
of 
the 
Alpha 
Clnb 
September 9th, has- been postponed 
until next Sunday,* September 16. 
A community affair of-this nature 
needs the hearty cooperatWn of every 
One, and we certainly have cause 
be proud of the Stirling quÁÚLLa* of 
these men and women, who by their 
untiring energy have made the pros­ 
pective Pageant possible. 
Much 
has 
been said 
abcut 
the 
Pageant, 
and 
the 
story *haa been 
told more than once, but a Ikst word, 
just to bring oub '*o»7ie of* the high 
lights. 
« 
The history of Lompcc from Its 
earliest 
known 
time 
down 
to the 
present 
will 
be portrayed 
in 
a 
untqüe story written by Mrs. W illiam 
Oates. 
Mrs. 
Laura White 
Wolf, a 
prcfes*-loner ttyrectresii, 
will 
have 
charge of the Pageant. 
She will be 
assisted by her daughter, Mrs. Robert 
Lilley. 


The Pageant will be opened . by 
j tiny 
tots, 
who 
with 
magic wand 
will carry you to fairy land. 


Frank Belcher a3 Tranquillón and 
Mrs. Harry Sloan 
b p Progress wilt 
hold the center of the stage. 


In their court beautiful señoritas 
A line was thrown to them and the j will dance fascinating Spanish dances 
In addition to this benfire on th e ! 
secured, and then another line to woodland music. 
Spanish .soldiers. 


^ u ? „ Pe. J n! ° i ni,an:r S . C a r,an:i Was b,uff’ nn imTTiense fire was built near \ thrown 
ouf 
and 
the 
sailors 
were attendants of Portola * will 
mingle 
with Indians, all in the picturesque 


They 
we-e 
dragged.’ up a cliff at 
garb of-the times. 


. 
j 
.. . 
Padres, monks and high priests w ill 
least cne hundred feet high and four hpl. „ 
. 
. 
. . 
1A 
. 
• . 
a 
. 
¡bring back the early mission dam. 
of tjem were quite badly bruised. 
• 
r 
,. 
„ 
^ . . 
. 
.. a 
^ • and the earthquake scene In wblcn 
— 
- - 
...............h .Mr' B“ dden ln?” ? d*?teIy re," ,rn"'1 I-a PurUclma Concepcion M I'.lo . I, 
doctor, on the ,c*no. 
They »reive,l‘ hom“ 8nd " e" ,re'1 blanket» and other destrpve(| w ll, 
eaacted ln a ,ra, 
about midnight an<1 had their hands 9UI'»* ef- and 
later went to Hoad, idremm|c manner, 


full for the next few hours. 
About 8nd took the doclors tp Arll* ht to | 
A n 
n n ro 
f p r 
t h a 
frtne 
in Inrarl 
.»/vn 
' 
a dozen men were seriously injured 
and after they wefe given first-aid 
treatment by the doctors they were 
placed abroad Train .Vo. 102 at about 
1 a. m., and taken to. a Santa Bar-1I 
bara hospital. 
The majority of these 


plumes of the corcna 
were plainly Celite Company, A . Main and J 
J. wRb the aid of a lantern. 
The track 
visible like the spread wings 
of a Deuel attended 
the hearing on 
the 
car never missed a shot during the 
celestial eagle. 
application of the Midland Counties 
three miles of the journey but 
"W ith field glasses a member of 
, Publlc 
Service 
Corporation 
for 
re- rushing* through 
the 
black, chilly 
the party reported some large rose 
ad1ustment cf rates before the state night 
together 
with the 
dread 
of 
colored flames upon the sun’s edge, 
railroad 
commission 
in 
San 
Luis meeting a train head-on was one ot 
“ It is yet too early to report upon Ob»spo on Wednesday. 
the thrilling incident« that the rescue 
the scientific results, but it is evi- 
No deoision. wau reached by the Party 
experienced, 
dent that« the success 
of the work commission and 
they adjourned 
to 
Distress Signals 
was but little marred 
by the high meet at the call of the chairman 
for 
As we arrived at Honda station 
mist 
which 
dimmed 
the 
sky, 
and ,farther 
discussion. 
we 
discovered 
that 
a 
vessel 
was 
the Lompoc party were' apparently 
more fortunate than any other ex* 
pedltion 
in 
California 
or 
Western 
Mexico. 


“ The fog which appeared immed­ 
iately after totality was undoubtedly 
caused by the sudden fall of tem­ 
perature as the sun’s heat was cut 
off from the earth by the eclipse 
body of the moon.. 
This chill af­ 
fords convincing proof that It is the 
sun 
alone which 
renders life 
pos­ 
sible on the earth.’’ 


Mr. Worthington is going to Los 
Angeles shortly to lay the results 
of /this 
expedition 
before 
the 
As­ 
tronomical Section of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science which is meeting next wee!; 
in the southern city. 


Lompoc will doubtless read 
with 
interest his report, which it H hoped 
w ill contain intere-ting observations 
gleaned from other partii.s. 


— ;— — 
sending up distress signals from off 
PROFESSORS FROM STANFORD 
Saddle Rock and the party hastened 
COME TO LOMPOC FOR ECLIPSE to this point.'* Although the fog was 
------- 
extremely 
thick, 
the * rockets 
that 
A 
party 
from 
Stanford 
were 
in were sent up mada it possible tor us 
Lompoc to view the eclipse. 
Among to distinguish the outline of a vessel 
the party were D. L. Webster, head close in shore. 
The vessel that we 
of 
the ’ physics 
department, 
P. 
A. could see was the S. P. Lee, ship No. 
Ross. Fernando Sanford, J. G. Brown, 310, and we did not learn until later 
all of the physics department, J. R. that aoother vessel further out than 
Slonaker ,and Schaeffer of the phy- the Lee was the one that was send- 
siology department, S. D. Townley, ing up the distress signals. 
Professor of Astronomy, L. M. Hos-, 
Meet Captaln 
Kina head of the Mathmatics Depar.-1 
A consuUat|on 
Ka8 
held 
bv the 
ment. and W hittaker and Wildman parlsf and |t wa9 decided that 


casualties were men from the boiler 
rooms who had been gassed by • 
smoke 
followine 
the 
crash. 
One 


care for the four Injured men from! 
“ “ 
evcr 
lncreasinR creacendo of 
tbe raft. 
; music enchancea the effect. 


The four men on the other raft 
Miss Gretchen Brendei a profession* 
drifted to sea and as they had n o ; al sln8e»* wiB captivate the crowd by 
light aboard the men on shore soon ' ber beautiful 
voice. 
She I* “Meek 
lost sight of them. 
There has been I and 
k ° 
b*ai” 
the 
captive 
Indfaa 
woman. 
Miss Carmen Oliver, a pupil 
of 
Mrs. 
Kieth 
Morrison 
of 
Santa 
Barbara, will interpret La Junta, a 
Romance 


a rumor that the men were picked 
I up Sunday by one of the destroyers 
but this is undoubtedly 
erroneous. 
v, d 
k 
i, 
» 
word ^ confirm this has been beautiful Spanish dance, 
sailor had a broken arm and another 
, 
0 
. 
. 
. . . . 
, 
, 
... 
. 
.. 
. 
. 
i received at Honda and yesterday and ' and 
adventure 
mark 
the 
different 
broken 
collar 
bone 
the 
doctors 
^ 
J 
i 
the day before seaplanes were c*r- epoens. 
a 
reported 


Hospital of Section House 
The section house at Honda was 
^ _________ 


made into a hospital for the t*me p 
j Ifiw r NAPROWI Y 
being a* it was the largest building 
M P Iu n A K liU f v L Y 
in that locality. 
About one hundred 
were treated there by the doctors. 
the majority of these cases being 
cuts an,<l gashes that were sustained 


ESCAPES IN DISASTER 


R. 
T. 
King, 
son-in-law 
of 
Mrs. 
Laura Rudolph of this city, was with 
by the men who jumped bare footed | the destroyers which met with 
dis- 
on 
the rocky reefs 
and clambered 
a ?t^r 
last 
Saturday. 
However, 
the 
ship which he was on, as wireless 
chief, the Percival, No. 298, escaped 


of the economics department. 
best aid that we could render would 
Moat of theae professors camped be ,be building of a blg bonfire on 
over night here. 
j sbore and j0 hare our coll of cable 


• *--------- 
on hand if it was needed. 
No wood 
Mr. 
and 
Mrs 
W . 
C . 
Adam and wa> t0 be had |n tb,8 b]eRk re^ on 
daughter. Miss Erma, came over to and so„ .e of th(J pa„ v 8tarled ba(,k 
Lompoc from Santa Maria Monday t0 Honda sectlon house t0 procure 
and spent (he day seeing the tw o ; wood and ker05ene Ior building the 
most remarkable sighta of the age— fjre 
the eclipse and the wreck. 
•! 
. 
I 
On the way to the section house 
¡the 
party 
encountered 
Captain 
R. 
Morris who was wandering in a be- 
«5* wildered 
state on the sandy mesa 
£ that separates Honda from the ocean. 
g 
It was from Captain Morris that ** 
<• learned that there were several ves- 


X s-e!8 in distress and that al! of his 
men had been landed from his ship, 


up the slipp^Vy rocks. 


After gettihg the big bonfire going 
at the top of the bluff 'where three 
of the ships were ashore the writer 
returned to the section house. 
Hun- 


Sav Man Out of ( hri-t. Have You Any Room for a Soul In 
V c it Make-up? 
If so you can’t live on bread and meat alone! 
“ How Shall We Think of The Human Soul?” — Dr. Schaeffer’s 
theme at 11 a. m. 


“ How To Win Sculs To The Upward W ay” at 7:30. 
Great 
soulful music. 


Mi:-s Cretchen Brendei will sing "H is Eye Is On The Spar- 


Vow,” !by Gabriel. 


built there. 
This was a pitiful sight 
indeed. 
H alf of the men were with­ 
out shoes, and some were clad only 
ln tlieir under clothii'g. 
Nearly all 
of them had bepn drenched in the 
sea. 
A cold wind was blowing from 
off the ocean and the h’eat from the 
bonfire 
was 
most 
welcome to the 
men. 
Men Were Cheerful . 
But withall they were the most 
cheerful lot of men one could hope 
to find anywhere. 
They had gived 
practically 
nothing of 
their 
per­ 
sonal belongings but as the;: stoou. 
around the fire, turning around to 
warm first one side and then anothei. 
they laughed and joshed with one 
another much the same as a crowd 
of young fellows will carry on after 
a football game. 


Mexicans Help 
The Mexicans of the section gang 
had 
already 
begun 
to 
hold 
"open | 
house” for the sailors. 
Every one 1 
of the huts 
built of railroad 
tie s ! 


cling over the 
sea looking for the 
j 
Peace 
is 
the 
prevailing theme. 
, raft we are informed. 
jand 
in the 
end 'triumphs 
through 
the only possible means, bu% we are 
not 
gclng 'to 
divulge 
the 
secret. 
Come and you will discover some­ 
thing. 
You will discover that Peace 
like Maeterlinck’s Bitle Bird may be 
Jcund at our very own door. But 
How? 
k 
Pageant buttons 50 cents. 
Reserved seats, 25 cents. 
Programls, 25 cents. 


The seats are not 
reserved 
in 
the true sense, it is a question of 
first come, first: served, bht » there 
are free seafi3 on the near» hill— 
side for those who cqme two late 
to secure real seats. 
None of these charges are coercive 
but we hope that every grown up, 
at least, will patronize the Pageant 
to the limit. 
A L P H A C LU B. 


the fate of the others. 
The Percival came in close to shore 
and it 4« claimed, even collided witn 


dreds 
of 
the 
men •. w'ere 
huddled i *be Lliauncey, No. 296. 
The vessel 
around 
the bonfire 
that had 
been |backed out and &ot' into 8316 waters, 
where it stood by with the othor 
destroyer« next day. 
Mrs. King,' and little daughter, left 
last week for Sah Diego, where they 
were 
to 
meet Mr. 
King. 
He 
was 
formerly wireless chief at Arlight. 


v direction to the station. 
♦ ' 
Uproar is 
Heard 
J 
Going to the south side of Saddle 
§ 


♦ Rock 
the 
shouts 
an-i 
screams 
of 
hundreds of distressed men reached 
......................... - 
our 
ears and 
on 
arriving at 
this 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
T H E REV. S. CARLYLE. SCHAEFFER, Б. D„ MINISTER 


the 
S. P. 
Lee. He 
did 
not 
know where, the Mexican laborers live had 
where 
his 
men had disappeared to | a *ire g °lnS and cans of coffee stew- 
and inquired 
and 
was 
given 
the ln&- 
A11 were fuil of sailors who sat 
on bunks and stools and sipped the 
red hot coffee. 


Coffee 
Is 
Made 
In 
the 
kitchen 
at 
the 
section 
house there were as many sailors 1 
(Continued on page 3) 


< 


FOR SALE 


160 acres dairy and farming ranch. 
20 acres for alfalfa, good springs and 
grass 
hill. 
60 
acres 
under 
culti­ 
vation. 


SEE 


L. L. SMITH 


T E L E P H O N E 99 


< 1 


Thursday, April 1 0 ,1 9 7 5 - LOMPOC RECO RD (Lom poc, C a l i f .) - 7 B 


Chautauqua Days in Lompoc in 1917. The week 
long program of culture, religion and fun was 
held in a lot at Cypress and H Street and attracted 
persons from all over the area. 


The Lompoc grammar school in a 1913 photo at the corner of Chestnut Avenue and H Street. 


A century ago, W 
W 
Broughton moved his printing 
equipment to Lompoc from Santa Cruz, California where he 
had published the Santa Cruz Enterprise in 1873 and 1874. 
Lompoc flourished under his guiding hand, and his Lompoc 
Record reported the early events of the town Broughton 
visited Lompoc November 7, 1874, via stage from Santa 
Cruz to Guadalupe 


Vance Newcomb < also from Santa Cruz). editor of one-year- 
old “ Lompoc Legacy", quarterly bulletin of the Lompoc 
Valley Historical Society, congratulates the Lompoc Record 
for its century of service 


Nertcomb ¡Printing 


924 North i " Street 
736-6165 


¿ussohs 


Wurlitzer Organs & Pianos 


Lowery Organs 


Kohler & Campbell Pianos 


Kawai Grand Pianos 


GODDEN'S 


ORGAN & PIANO C E N TE R 


205 W. Ocean — Lompoc 


Phone 736-4625 


fin ì GROWING WITH LOMPOC 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY, LOMPOC RECORD 
w ltûfr 
Good* & Wester* Store 


I 
LOMPOC PLAZA 
736-2363 


Ruth and Fred Jones, Al and Ruby Pico, co-owners of Pico’s. In the background are a few of 
the many antiques on display. 


The Pico family has been a 
part of California history since 
the early 1800’s. The most fam­ 
ous and best remembered of 
the family members was the 
last Governor of California 
under Mexican rule, Pio Pico 
and his brother, Andras Pico, 
the General of the Mexican 
Army and Jose Antonio Pico. 
Jose Antonio was a rancher, 
and the great grandfather of 
Albert J. Pico, owner of Pico’s 
Sporting Goods and Western 
Store. 


Albert J. Pico and his two 
aunts, Miss Ruth M. Pico and 
Mrs. Gertrude Pico Harrison 
sold the last of a Spanish Land 
Grant Ranch of 3,661 acres lo­ 
cated in San Jacinto, Calif in 
1961. 
Shortly after that A1 Pico, as 
he is known by 
his many 
friends and customers in Lom­ 
poc brought his wife Ruby and 
their seven children to Lom­ 
poc. It was their intention to 
buy another ranch. They had 
visited friends in this area and 
decided it was a beautiful val­ 
ley and a nice place to raise a 
large family. 


They were unable to locate a 
ranch that would support such 
a large family, so they decided 
to try something else. 
A1 and Ruby found that 
shopping 
in 
Lompoc 
was 
e x t r e m e l y 
l i m i t e d . 
A1 
checked around and discovered 
that there was not a good sport­ 
ing goods store in the area, and 
when the Pico children needed 
bicycles, 
they 
found 
that 
bicycles had to be ordered and 
there was a waiting period of 
about three months. 
A1 still wanted to be in con­ 
tact with local ranchers, so he 
decided 
that 
Lompoc 
also 
needed a Western Store. 
In May, 1965, A1 and Ruby 
opened a small 20x90 store in 
the 
Lompoc 
Plaza 
Center 
called Pico’s Sporting Goods 
and Western Store. They had 
also opened a small Sportswear 
shop in Dec., 1964, for their old- 
st daughter, Valerie, to have a 
job and try her hand at the re­ 
tail business. 
In the original store, they sold 
guns, sporting goods, bicycles 
and western saddles, tack and 
vaccines. As time passed, they 


discovered that there had in­ 
deed been a need for more 
retail businesses, so they in­ 
creased their lines and added 
boots, hats and men’s western 
shirts. In about a year, they 
closed the ladies’ Sportswear 
Shop and put in a complete 
bicycle center in that building. 
In 1969 the building in the Lom­ 
poc Shopping Center became 
available. A1 and Ruby decided 
that it would be nice to have all 
their operation in one large 
building. Pico’s moved into the 
larger building and continued 
to add to their lines as demands 
w ere 
m ade 
from 
their 
customers. 
In 1970 the bicycle boom hit 
and it was very hectic with so 
many bicycles coming in and 
out of the store. Ruby looked 
and looked for a building suit­ 
able for the bicycle business 
until she found the one at 422 W. 
Ocean Ave. They moved Pico's 
Bicycle 
Center 
into 
that 
building and a short time later 
decided to sell it to Winston and 
Diana Scarborough. It is now 
known 
as 
Winston’s 
Valley 
Pedaler. 
After moving the bicycle 


business out, there was room 
for more clothing and other 
needed services. The Pico’s put 
in ladies, men’s and children’s 
western wear; also a full line of 
Levis, 
Wrangler 
and 
LEES 
Jeans, and a lettering depart­ 
ment 
That same year Ruby decided 
that Lompoc needed a trophy 
department, so many people 
had to travel to Santa Barbara 
for trophies, ribbons and en- 
raving. 
In 1971 Ruby's twin sister 
Ruth Jones and her husband 
Fred sold their business in 
Riverside and moved to Lom­ 
poc to join the Pico’s in their 
expanding retail business. 


In 1974 The Plaza Shopping 
Center was being expanded and 
completed. 
The 
owner con­ 
tacted the Pico’s and Jones’ 
and arrangements were made 
to 
build 
the 
new home of 
Pico’s. Their new store is a 
very beautiful 
10,000 square 
foot store designed for custo­ 
mer comfort and convenience 
shopping—A unique place to 
see with many of the Pico 
family antiques on display. It is 
a fascinating place to shop with 
a complete line of sporting 
goods and western clothing and 
tack and new lines like jackets, 
Indian jewelry, square dance 
clothing, among the many new 
items that have been added 
since its beginning in 1965 


The famous Pico family is 
still very much a part of Cali­ 
fornia history and a part of 
Lompoc’s history. The young­ 
est 
Pico 
was 
born 
in 
the 
Lompoc Hosital Five of their 
children are married, four to 
local Lompoc families. A1 and 
Ruby Pico and Ruth and Fred 
Jones would like to say thank 
you for helping us make a suc­ 
cess out of this very challeng­ 
ing venture. We are grateful to 
all our customers and friends 
for 
shopping 
with 
P ico’s 
Sporting Goods and Western 
Store 
in the Lompoc Plaza 
Shopping Center. 


We Remember When... 


The year was 1879 and Moore’s 


Mercantile was established. 


1975...96 years later 


We are celebrating 96 years in business and 


the 100th Anniversary of the Lompoc Record. 


The Moore family name and its integrity in 


conducting business for the past 96 years has 


been an important facet in this city and 


valley. You can be assured that it will 


remain so. 


ooRe. 
DEPARTMEHT STORE 


CORNER WEST OCEAN & " I " S T R E E T S 


DOWNTOWN LOMPOC 


